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MEDIA RELEASE 

 

Australia joins global partners to combat visa fraud during International Fraud 

Awareness Week 

 

17 November 2025, Bandar Seri Begawan – The Australian High Commission in Brunei 

Darussalam, in partnership with international counterparts, is raising awareness of visa scams 

and fraudulent migration practices as part of International Fraud Awareness Week, 16-22 

November 2025. 

Visa fraud is a growing global issue, with criminals deceiving individuals through false visa 

guarantees, fake visa documents, and claims of being legitimate migration agents. These 

scams can result in significant financial loss, emotional distress, and long-term impacts on a 

person’s ability to travel. 

At the 2025 Five Country Ministerial (FCM) held in September, Ministers from Australia, 

Canada, New Zealand, the United Kingdom, and the United States affirmed their shared 

commitment to protect the integrity of migration and border systems.  

As part of this commitment a coordinated four-country international campaign – ‘Fighting 

Visa Fraud’ – aimed at protecting migrants and strengthening global border integrity is 

being launched this week.  

The Fighting Visa Fraud campaign demonstrates the commitment of FCM partners to combat 

visa scams collaboratively and raise public awareness. 

International Fraud Awareness Week is a global event encouraging governments, 

businesses, and community organisations to work together to reduce the impact of fraud 

through education and awareness. 

Educating visa applicants 

Aligned messages delivered by participating countries will: 

• Educate visa applicants about the risks and tactics used by fraudulent facilitators; 

• Reduce the global scale and impact of visa fraud; and 

• Encourage safe practices when engaging with visa and migration services. 

The campaign will continue into 2026, particularly during peak visa application periods, with 

tailored messages developed to address local challenges and encourage behaviour change. 

Stay informed and stay safe 
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It’s extremely likely that scam agents are operating in your community, pretending to be 

legitimate migration professionals and providing illegal migration advice. 

While we continue to target these criminals, we need your help to spread awareness within 

your community about the dangers of engaging with scam agents. We encourage you to share 

the following advice with your networks. 

Visa applicants are encouraged to visit homeaffairs.gov.au/visascams to learn how to 

recognise and report visa scams. And remember that the Australian Government never 

requests payments through social media or unofficial websites. 

His Excellency, Michael Hoy, Australian High Commissioner to Brunei reiterated that 

“Australia is proud to stand with our international partners to combat visa fraud. The Fighting 

Visa Fraud campaign sends a clear message – if you are applying for a visa, always use 

trusted, official sources and beware of anyone promising shortcuts or guaranteed results.” 

 

For media enquiries, please contact: 

Amanina Shofry, Public Diplomacy & Political Engagement Officer 

2229435 (Ext 219) / 8905753 

amanina.shofry@dfat.gov.au  

 

https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/visascams

